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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to the following communications: RCE filed 07/02/2007. 



2. 



Claims 1 -3, 5-10, 12-14 and 16 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 8. and 14 are the 



independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 8-10, 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. The language of the claims raise a question as to whether the claims are directed merely to an abstract idea that 
is not tied to a technological art, environment or machine which would resuU in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C, 101. 

With regard to claims 8-io, 12-13, the examiner has searched the specification and the 
mediums that are defined in the specification includes media such as a " modulated data signal, 
such as a carrier wave or other transport mechanism" (paragraph 0030, lines 1-7) that 
renders the claims non-statutory subject matter. The support for the medium is found in the 
following paragraphs: 

[0030] The computer 130 typically has at least some form of computer readable media. Computer 
readable media, which include both volatile and nonvolatile media, removable and non-removable 
media, may be any available medium that can be accessed by computer 130. By way of example 
and not limitation, computer readable media comprise computer storage media and 
communication media. Computer storage media include volatile and nonvolatile, removable and 
non-removable media implemented in any method or technology for storage of information such 
as computer readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data. For example, 
computer storage media include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory 
technology, CD-ROM. digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical disk storage, magnetic 
cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other 
medium that can be used to store the desired information and that can be accessed by computer 
130. Communication media typically embody computer readable instructions, data structures, 
program modules, or other data in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or other 
transport mechanism and include any information delivery media. Those skilled in the art are 
familiar with the modulated data signal, which has one or more of its characteristics set or 
changed in such a manner as to encode information in the signal. Wired media, such as a wired 
network or direct-wired connection, and wireless media, such as acoustic, RF, infrared, and other 
wireless media, are examples of communication media. Combinations of the any of the above are 
also included within the scope of computer readable media. 
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The claims recite a medium and do not differentiate between storage or communications 
media. Applicant's specification, as noted above, sets forth intrinsic evidence that the medium is 
intended to include items, which one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized as 
propagation, or transmission media, which is a form of energy (See Para 0033). Therefore, 
consistent wit the MPEP 2106, the claimed subject matter is not currently believed to be limited to 
that which falls within a statutory category of invention, because It is not limited to a process, 
machine, manufacture, or composition of matter. Instead, it includes a form of energy. Energy 
does not fall within a statutory category since it is clearly not a series of steps or acts to constitute 
a process, not a device or combination of devices to constitute a machine, not a tangible physical 
article or object which is some form of matter to be a product and constitute a manufacture, and 
not a composition of two or more substances to constitute a composition of matter. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application the claims rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 
(nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims 
to place them within the four statutory categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, S-10, 12-14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Goodman at al. (hereinafter GoodmanO U.S. Patent No. 6928433 Issued Aug. 9, 2005 and 
filed Jan. 5, 2001. 
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It is noted that the present application specification defines a delimiter as the following (See Para 
0024): When multiple properties are stored in a metadata field, ttie media player application 302 
analyzes data stored within the metadata field to identify a property delimiter. The property 
delimiter is a character or symbol (e.g., ; $, .noteq., or J used by the media player application to 
differentiate between multiple properties within a metadata field. Therefore, in the broadest 
reasonable interpretation the delimiter can be any character or symbol that separates the 
metadata fields. 

In regard to Independent claim 1, Goodman teaches a method for displaying metadata of a 

media file being stored in a memory, said media file having a first metadata field including a first 
property data, and having a second metadata field including a second property data, each 
property data defining a property of the media file, respectively, comprising: 

• Identifying a first property category from the first metadata field of the media file; parsing 
the first property data included in the first metadata field; identifying a property delimiter 
included in the first property data in the first metadata field, said property delimiter 
differentiating multiple properties within the first property data and indicating the first 
property data having multiple properties therewith (See column 2, lines 12-27 and column 
4, lines 15-20). Goodman expressly teaches a media player (See figure 8) that displays 
metadata information (See Title) where the first level categories are displayed in field on 
the interface and the fields are separated by delimiters (See column 4, lines 15-67) 
Goodman shows the track type mask that contains metadata such as kTTSong, 
KTTVoice and kTTBook separated by a delimiter, where the delimiter is a "|". Each of the 
respective field are parsed as they are separated as attributes and then displayed in the 
interface (See figure 6 and column 7, lines 15-55). 

• identifying a first property and a second property based on the identified property 
delimiter from the parsed first property data, wherein the property delimiter separates the 
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identified first property from the identified second property (Goodman column 4, lines 29- 
36 and 45-50 and column 11. lines 52-67). Goodman shows a process of associating 
metadata to a given field on the interface and displaying a first and second property (See 
figure 8). Goodman shows the delimiter as parsing the category name from the track from 
the structure (See column 4, lines 15-20). 

• Displaying the identified first property category, the identified first property, and the 

identified second property in hierarchically organized levels via a graphical user interface, 
wherein the identified property category is displayed as a first level of the hierarchically 
organized levels, and wherein the identified first property and the identified second 
property are displayed as a second level of the hierarchically organized levels based on 
the propertv delimiter differentiating and indicating presence of the first propertv data and 
the second property data (See figure 4, 5, 8, 1 1) Goodman shows displaying the interface 
with a hierarchical set of levels based on category where in the first category the title and 
genre are displayed. Then a given title is chosen and the artist and tracks are displayed. 
Goodman teaches that other information can be displayed in further levels (See column 
6, lines 1-3 and column 10,lines 15-20 and column 7, lines 1-15). 

With respect to dependent claim 2, Goodman teaches the method wherein the identified first 
property category identifies a genre category, album category, or an artist category (See column 
4, lines 15-67). Goodman specifically shows the first property is a category (See lines 15-20) and 
that the category can contain an album, artist, or tracks (See column 4, lines 17-21 and column 
5,lines 15-21). 

With respect to dependent claim 3, Goodman teaches the method wherein the identified first 
property and the identified second property each identify a genre property, an album property, or 
an artist property (See column 4, lines 17-21 and column 5,lines 15-21). Goodman shows the 
album, genre and artist properties (See column 6. lines 27-67). Goodman teaches that each 
category (See column 2, lines 15-22) is displayed (See Figure 8) and that each category structure 
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includes multiple levels of metadata (See also column 6, lines 1-10). 

With respect to dependent claim 5, Goodman teaches the method further Including modifying 
property data included in the metadata field of the media file to modify the identified property 
category, the first identified property, or the second identified property being displayed in the 
hierarchically organized levels (See Figure 8. Goodman shows copy, paste and cut, delete 
features that allow the user to perform operations on the fields in the interface). 
With respect to dependent claim 6, Goodman teaches the method further including: 
identifying a second property category from the second metadata field of the media file; wherein 
the second property category is different from the identified first property category; (See column 
2, lines 15-21) Goodman shows top level category as album artist, etc and the second property is 
the album name and tracks, etc (See figure 1 1 and Figure 8). 
And 

parsing the second property data included in the second metadata field to identify a different first 
property different than the first property and a different second property different than the second 
property, and wherein displaying includes displaying the different first property or the different 
second property in a third level of the hierarchically organized levels (See column 4, lines 15-67) 
Goodman shows the track type mask that contains metadata such as kTTSong, KTTVoice and 
kTTBook separated by a delimiter, where the delimiter is a "1". Each of the respective field are 
parsed as they are separated as attributes and then displayed in the interface (See figure 6 and 
column 7, lines 15-55). 

With respect to dependent claim 7, Goodman teaches the method wherein the identified second 
property category identifies a genre category, album category, or an artist category (See column 
4. lines 17-21 and column S.lines 15-21). Goodman shows the album, genre and artist properties 
(See column 6, lines 27-67). Goodman teaches that each category (See column 2, lines 15-22) is 
displayed (See Figure 8) and that each category structure includes multiple levels of metadata 
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(See also column 6, lines 1-10). The second level categories identify the genre, album, and artist 
as these values are artist name, album title and genres (See figure 1 1 and Figure 8 and column 
6, lines 1-13), 



In regard to claims 8-10, 12-13, claims 8-10, 12-13 reflect the computer readable medium 
comprising computer readable instructions for performing the steps of method claims 1-3, 6-7, 
respectively, and in further view of the following, are rejected along the same rationale. Goodman 
expressly shows the computer readable medium (See column 11, lines 10-32). A processor must 
include a computer readable medium to execute instructions and to render a display (See column 
6, lines 12-15). 

In regard to claims 14-16, claims 14-16 reflect the system comprising computer readable 
instructions for performing the steps of method claims 1 , 6, respectively, and in further view of the 
following, are rejected along the same rationale. Goodman expressly shows the system (See 
Figure 14 and column 11, lines 10-32). 

It is noted that any citation to specific pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting In any 
way. A reference is relevant for all It contains and may be relied upon for all that It would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332- 
33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. CIr. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 USPQ 275, 
277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-14, and 16 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
U.S. Patent No. 7136866 and US Publication 20050027687 both teach processes for displaying 
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in a graphical interface a file containing metadata where the file contains multiple properties and a 
delimiter can be used to differentiate between the first, second, ..."n" properties. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Steven B. Theriault whose telephone number is (571) 272-5867. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M, W, F 10:00AM - 8:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. Jt 




iSteven B Theriault/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2179 



